Unexpected: The Gospel of the Servant King
A Fruit Tree That Didn’t Produce Fruit
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Mark 11:12-25 (Pages 823, 1003-1004, or 1015)

Big Idea: God expects His people to reflect His character to His creation.

Jesus is more ___________________________ towards the
_____________ than we could ever hope for.

Jesus is more ___________ towards the ___________________ than we
realize.

When we reject God’s _______________, we forfeit God’s
_________________.

Sermon Questions:
1. Are Jesus’ actions in this passage out of character based on your
perception of who He is? Explain.

2. Read vv. 15-17. Jesus got angry but didn’t sin. Christians are often
passive about important issues, yet get angry over petty irritants. How
can you make sure your anger is directed toward the right issues in the
right way?

3. What is your initial reaction to the cursing of the fig tree? How does it differ
from every other miracle Jesus performed?

4. Jesus’ cleansing of the temple separates the cursing of the fig tree and
the lesson for the disciples. Why do you think Mark recorded it
in this way? How does the story of the fig tree relate to the cleansing
of the temple?

5. Jesus used the fig tree to picture the Jews. They gave the appearance
of life and health, yet failed to bear fruit. In what ways did the Pharisees
cover their fruitlessness with flashy foliage? How do we all do the same
thing today?

6. Read Mark 11:20-24. What was Jesus seeking to teach His disciples from
the cursing of the fig tree?

7. Think about your life. How have you failed to bear fruit for God because you
did not believe God?

8. In this passage, Jesus talks about fruit, faith, and prayer. What is the
connection between these three? How is this connection relevant to your
life?
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