Behold the God Who Shows Up in Unexpected Ways
Steve Brooks // December 19, 2021
Luke 2:8-20

Big Idea: Christmas reveals the God who shows up in unexpected ways to
unexpected people.
1. God shows up in unexpected ways.
Genesis and Old Testament examples
2. …to unexpected people.
Why did God choose the Shepherds?
The examples of Simeon and Anna
Psalm 123:2 “We keep looking to the Lord our God for his mercy, just as
servants keep their eyes on their master, as a slave girl watches her
mistress for the slightest signal.”
Why do WE miss Jesus?
Luke 7:30-31
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Expectations over Expectancy
Hope = “alert expectancy”

Sermon questions
In our Behold series, we are celebrating the birth of Christ by slowing down
enough to stop and behold him—to notice and pay attention to the way that God
is working in quiet, humble, and unexpected ways—just like he was Christmas
morning when the God of the universe entered our broken world as a baby born
in a manger to two unmarried teenagers without status or power. This Sunday we
will Behold the God who Shows up in Unexpected Ways, and our text is
Luke 2:8-20. Many of us are familiar with the beautiful story of the angels
announcing Christ’s birth to the shepherds. But perhaps we’ve missed just WHY
God is willing to show up in an unexpected way to these unexpected people. The
answer to that question is hope! They were watching and waiting for Jesus and
so should we!
Use these questions to discuss the message from Sunday, focusing on how you
can grow as an everyday follower of Jesus and how you can go accomplish
what Jesus calls you to do.
Read Luke 2:8-20
1. Have you ever asked yourself the question of just why God might have
chosen shepherds to introduce the good news of Jesus’ arrival? What do you
think?

2. What are some of the unexpected things you notice about the arrival of
Jesus in this text? Why might they be important?

3. Pastor Steve suggested that the most important thing about the shepherds is
that they are attentive, “watching and waiting, looking and longing.” What are
some clues that this might be the thing we should admire and learn from the
shepherds?

4. Our theme for this Christmas month is Behold. Read vs. 19. To “behold” is to
“treasure and to ponder” as Mary did. How can you grow in this part of your
walk with Jesus?

5. Read vs. 15-18 again. Some people say that hope is passive, but the
shepherds are anything but! What is their response to the good news? How
can you go and do the same?
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