David: A Study of 1+2 Samuel
Justice and Righteousness
Wyatt Martin // May 3, 2026
2 Samuel 8

Big Idea: God is building an eternal kingdom of justice and righteousness.

2 Samuel 8:14-15

What are righteousness and justice?

What does righteousness mean?

Righteousness = alighing yourself and your relationships with what is
right.

What does justice mean?

Justice =fixing what is wrong, disordered, or vulnerable in the world
around us.

Psalm 89:14

Psalm 33:5

Issiah 5:7b

2 Samuel 8:15



Righteousness and justice are what Jesus came to accomplish.

Isaiah 9:7a

Matthew 5:6

Matthew 23:23

How can we be people of justice and righteousness today?

Justice and righteousness start with our hearts.

Justice and righteousness are about what you do more than they are about
what you think.

Matthew 25:35-36



Message Questions

We’re in a year-long journey through the books of 1 and 2 Samuel, tracing the
rise, reign, and legacy of Israel’s most famous king. We'll see the story of how
God works through real people with real flaws to accomplish his purposes.
This week we are in 2 Samuel 8, and the big idea is: God is building an eternal
kingdom of justice and righteousness.

Use these questions to discuss the message from Sunday, focusing on how you
can grow as an everyday follower of Jesus and how you can go accomplish
what Jesus calls you to do.

1. Have someone read 2 Samuel 8:14-15. While this chapter focuses heavily
on military victories, vs. 15 summarizes David’s reign as "administering
justice and righteousness for all his people." Why do you think the author
emphasizes these two internal qualities over David’'s external strength, and
how does that shift our definition of a successful life?

2. Have someone read Psalm 89:14 and Psalm 33:5. The sermon defined
righteousness as aligning ourselves with God’s character and justice as
applying that character to what is wrong or vulnerable. If these are the
"foundation" of God's throne, what happens to our witness in the world if we
pursue one of these without the other?



5.

Have someone read Isaiah 5:7 and Isaiah 9:7. God expresses
disappointment when he expects justice but hears "cries of despair," yet he
promises a Messiah who will sustain the throne with righteousness forever.
How does knowing that Jesus is the only one who can perfectly establish this
kingdom change how we approach the injustices we see in our own city?

In 2 Samuel 8:15, David’s leadership was marked by justice and
righteousness "“for all his people.” Since righteousness is about aligning our
relationships with God’s will, what is one specific relationship in your life right
now where you need to grow in your character so that your interactions
reflect God’s heart more than your own preferences?

In 2 Samuel 8, the Lord gave David victory wherever he went, and he used
that security to care for his people. How can you go and use a specific
blessing or "victory" you've received—Ilike your time, your resources, or your
home—to meet the needs of someone mentioned in Matthew 25:35-36 as a
way to share the love of Christ?
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